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Haiti Donations Qualify for Tax Relief
People who give to  charities providing earthquake relief in Haiti can claim these donations
ontheir tax return this season. Taxpayers who itemize
deductions on their 2009 return qualify for this
special tax relief provision, enacted January 22. Only
cash contributions made to these charities after
January 11, 2010, and before March 1, 2010, are
eligible. This includes contributions made by text
message, check, credit card or debit card. The new
law only applies to cash (as opposed to property)
contributions. The contributions must be made
specifically for the relief of victims in areas affected
by the January 12 earthquake in Haiti. Taxpayers
have the option of deducting these contributions on
either their 2009 or 2010 returns, but not both.

To get a tax benefit, taxpayers must itemize their deductions on Schedule A. Those who claim the
standard deduction, including all short-form filers, are not eligible.

 

 

 

file:///G|/DRB/Publications/WEB-DRB%20Converted/drb/newsltrs/ssn/pdf/Winter_2009-2010_SSN.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040sa.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p501.pdf
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Save the Date - March 30 Webinar on
1099 MISC Filing Requirements 
The IRS Small Business/Self-Employed Division and the Office of Federal,  State, and Local
Governments will sponsor a webinar on March 30 on 1099 MISC filing requirements for state and local
governments.

Attend the webinar and learn about:

Who is required to file?
To what entities do I send a 1099 MISC?
How do I secure their tax identifying number?
What type of payments are subject to 1099 MISC reporting?
What is "backup withholding?"
How do I deposit "backup withholding?"

Earn Continuing Professional Education credit:

Enrolled agents receive one CPE credit for participating for a minimum of 50 minutes from the
start
of the webinar.
Other tax professionals may receive credit if the webinar meets your organization’s or state’s CPE
requirements.
To receive credit, you must attend the presentation on March 30. Register for the webinar using
your e-mail address, and use the same e-mail address to log in to attend. This will confirm your
attendance and generate your Certificate of Completion.
*Only March 30, 2010 participants will receive certificates. If you do not need a certificate to
obtain
CPE credit, you may choose to view the archived version of the webinar.
Look for your Certificate of Completion by e-mail approximately one week after the webinar. If
you
have met all requirements, you will receive your certificate automatically.

The webinar is free and is oriented toward state and local government entities as well as tax
professionals. Register online at: http://www.visualwebcaster.com/event.asp?id=65909. The webinar will
be held at 11:00 a.m. Pacific Standard Time. It will be archived for later viewing, approximately two
weeks after the date of the event.

For information on future programs, visit www.irs.gov and search Webinars.

 

Employment Tax Workshop to be held in
Anchorage, April 13, 14 & 15
Training will include half-day session on Pull Tab requirements
The Office of Federal,  State, and Local Governments (IRS) will  hold a three-day workshop
onemployment taxes, including pull tab
requirements, on April 13, 14, and 15 in
Room 210 of the IRS offices at 949 East 36th
Avenue in Anchorage. Seating is limited. To
register and for more details, see this flyer.

http://www.visualwebcaster.com/event.asp?id=65909
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=201106,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=158856,00.html
file:///G|/DRB/Publications/WEB-DRB%20Converted/drb/newsltrs/ssn/pdf/Employement-tax-workshop.pdf
http://doa.alaska.gov/drb/newsltrs/ssn/pdf/Employement-tax-workshop.pdf
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Questions about the training should be
directed to Judy Pearson at
Judy.M.Pearson@irs.gov or (907) 271-6949.

 

 

 

Withholding Wages of Nonresident Alien
Employees within the United States
Effective for wages paid on or after  January 1, 2010, new rules will  be used to  determine the
amount of income tax to be withheld from wages of nonresident alien employees performing services
within the United States. Notice 2009-91 provides guidance to employers on these new rules.

The rules were modified to reflect changes made in the withholding tables as a result of the "Making
Work Pay Tax Credit" in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The new rules are
described in Publication 15 (Circular E), Employer's Tax Guide for 2010.

 

Standard Mileage Rates for 2010
The IRS has issued standard mileage rates for 2010 used to  calculate the deductible costs of
operating an automobile for business, charitable, medical or moving purposes.

Beginning January 1, 2010, the standard mileage
rates for the use of a vehicle will be:

50 cents per mile for business miles driven
16.5 cents per mile driven for medical or moving
purposes
14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable
organizations

These rates are slightly lower than last year's,
reflecting generally lower transportation costs
compared to a year ago. As an alternative to using
the standard rates, taxpayers always have the
option of calculating the actual costs of using their

vehicle.

For more details regarding the standard mileage rates, see Revenue Procedure 2009-54.

 

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-09-91.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p15.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rp-09-54.pdf
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IRS Office of Federal, State and Local
Governments Wants Your Feedback
The office of Federal,  State and Local Governments (FSLG) is looking for your feedback.
They would like to hear from representatives of government entities concerning articles or other material
on the FSLG website, in their newsletter or in other publications. They are hoping to better identify your
educational needs and improve their website and publications. Submit your comments to
tege.fslg.feedback@irs.gov.

We hope you find this newsletter helpful. If you have any questions or suggestions please feel free to
contact us. Any feedback from you will be greatly appreciated. The following people are your contacts
in the Audit Section:

 Katherine (Kay) Gouyton
Division Auditor, State Social Security Administrator
Toll free: 1-800-821-2251; (907) 465-5707

Click here for past issues back to 2008. Email your comments to Kay Gouyton or the editor,
Barbara Kelly.

The Audit Section operates under the guidance of IRS Publication 963 and the State & Local Coverage
Social Security Handbook, SSA Publication No. 16-055.

Please refer to IRS.gov and SSA.gov for further information.
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