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Social Security News

Employer news from the Alaska Division of Retirement and Benefits

e Fall 2011
e |ssue #13

In this Issue:

e An Opportunity to Give Feedback on the Federal-State Reference Guide
e From the IRS: Free Phone Forum Regarding the New Contractor Withholding Requirements

¢ Who to Contact

An Opportunity to Give Feedback

On the Federal-State Reference Guide
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Annually the U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS), the U.S. Social Security Administration (SSA), and the
National Conference of State Social Security Administrators (NCSSSA) identify necessary updates to the
Federal-State Reference Guide (IRS Publication 963), including suggested changes to its content,
organization, and formatting. The IRS then consolidates all of the input and issues a new edition each fall.

ﬂ

The NCSSSA is distributing a survey to solicit feedback from the principal people for whom the
Federal-State Reference Guide (IRS Publication 963) was originally designed and developed in 1995. The
goal was to provide an easy to understand, single-source, reliable, and consistent reference tool for state and
local government employers and their legal and financial advisors as well as federal (IRS and SSA) officials
who are responsible for administering Social Security/Medicare coverage and benefits, public pension system
requirements, and FICA tax obligations for state and local governments.

Before completing the survey, please review the Federal-State Reference Guide (IRS Pub. 963) online, this
might help you to identify possible areas for improvement. The NCSSSA is asking that you complete the
survey on or before Wednesday, August 24, so the results can be compiled and submitted to the IRS and
SSA.

If you have any questions or encounter any issues while completing the survey, please contact Maryann
Motza, NCSSSA President at maryann.motza@state.co.us.

From the IRS: Free Phone Forum August 18

Regarding New Contractor Withholding Requirements
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If you represent a government entity that makes payments to contractors for products or services—or you are
a contractor yourself—you may be interested in learning more about the new Federal income tax withholding
provisions under Internal Revenue Code section 3402(t). These new provisions will require payers to
withhold three percent from certain payments for products and services, beginning on January 1, 2013. These
requirements apply to all Federal and state agencies, and certain units of local government.

Learn more about which entities are required to withhold, which payees may be exempt from withholding,
and which payments are subject to this withholding. These issues and others will be explained and discussed
via a free phone forum offered by the IRS office of Federal State and Local Governments on August 18.

The phone forum will be limited to 1,000 participants, so please sign up as soon as possible. If you have a
specific issue that you would like the speakers to address, please let us know via email at
tege.ask.fslg@irs.gov. You can find more information about the section 3402(t) withholding on the FSLG
Web site.

If you have a technical or procedural question relating to government entities, please visit the IRS.gov Web
site. If you have a specific question about exempt organizations, call FSLG Customer Account Services at
(877)829-5500.

Contacts in the Audit Section:

e Katherine (Kay) Gouyton
o Division Auditor, State Social Security Administrator
o Toll-Free: (800) 821-2251 « (907) 465-5707
e Robert Gregg
o Internal Auditor, State Social Security Assistant
o Toll-Free: (800) 821-2251 « (907) 465-4469

Back issues (to 2008)

The Audit Section operates under the guidance of IRS Publication 963 and the State & Local coverage Social
Security Handbook, SSA Publication no. 16-055.

Please refer to IRS.gov and SSA.gov for additional information.

Social Security News is published by

Alaska Division of Retirement and Benefits
State Office Building
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