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CHANGES IN THE PURCHASE OF MICROSOFT SOFTWARE

The State of Alaska signed an Enterprise Agreement
 (EA) with Microsoft Corporation effective January 3, 2005.  The agreement provides office suite Licensing and Software Assurance
 (SA) for all of the state’s desktop computers at a negotiated discount price.  The suite of products includes:

· Microsoft Office Professional

· Windows XP Professional Upgrade

· Core CAL
, including the following...

· Exchange Server CAL

· Windows Server CAL

· Systems Management Server (SMS) CAL

· SharePoint Portal Server CAL

The EA is in effect through June 30, 2009.  During the life of the EA, an agency no longer needs to purchase the software listed above when ordering a new desktop personal computer (PC).  That software is already owned by the state.

There is one exception.  You must purchase the Operating System (OS) from the state’s computer contractor (currently Dell) when you place a PC order.  The OS that they sell is an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) version.  It is necessary to operate the computer.  The EA includes an upgrade for the OEM product.  The upgrade will not work unless an OS is already installed on the PC.

The state also has a Select Agreement with Microsoft.  The Enterprise Agreement covers software licenses with Software Assurance (SA).  If you want to purchase a license with no SA you need to place that order through ASAP Software using the state’s Select Agreement.

� Enterprise Agreement – a negotiated price agreement for Microsoft products intended for all of the state’s desktop computers and most of the state’s servers.


� Software Assurance – upgrade rights to the latest version of product, at no cost, anytime during the life of the EA.


� Client Access License (CAL) – provides a license for a desktop to use software associated with a server.





