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Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 

July 1 to July 31, 2010 
 
Commission Business 

1. Commissioner Foerster attended the Governor’s Natural Resources Sub-
cabinet meeting. 

2. Commission staff was interviewed by Petroleum News about orphaned and 
abandoned wells. 

3. The Alaska Dispatch questioned Commission staff about the role, if any, that 
the Commission would play in approving a sale of BPX Alaska assets to 
Apache Corporation. 

4. During the July 14th, 2010 public meeting, the Commission adopted amended 
safety valve system regulations at 20 AAC 25.265, and adopted new 
geothermal regulations at 20 AAC 25.705. 

5. Commission Chair Seamount was interviewed by Front Line News (TV) and 
Pro Publica. 

6. The Anchorage Daily News published a Compass Piece written by the 
Commissioners on AOGCC Blow Out Prevention Equipment Regulations. 

7. Commissioner Foerster accompanied AOGCC Field Inspectors as they 
conducted well inspections on North Slope wells. 

8. Commissioner Norman attended a course on oil and gas revenue accounting. 
9. Commission senior staff attended a meeting about the effect that CO2 has on 

performance of  multiphase metering in the Oooguruk field. 
10. The Commissioners prepared an analysis of the impacts of proposed Federal 

legislation concerning onshore oil and gas drilling (Waxman Bill, HR 5626) 
and have sent comments to the Alaska Congressional delegation. 

11. The Commission has sent a response to a letter from the Creditors Committee 
in the PERL bankruptcy which requested a refund of the Regulatory Cost 
Charges. 

12. The Commission held a public hearing July 27th to assert jurisdiction over 
CIRI’s UCG project area. 

13. The Commission issued Administrative Approval No. CO 432D.008 allowing 
Conoco Phillips Alaska to operate the KRU 1D-03 (1790840) water injection 
well with its SVS defeated. 

14. The Commission issued Administrative Approval, Area Injection Order 
4E.015 (Revised) allowing BP Exploration (Alaska) Inc. to continue water 
injection in the PBU DS 09-16 (1770370) well. 

15. The Commission issued Disposal Injection Order No. 36 authorizing 
underground disposal of Class II oil field waste fluids in the South Barrow 
No. 13 well operated by the North Slope Borough. 

16. The Commission issued Disposal Injection Order No. 37 authorizing 
underground disposal of Class II oil field waste fluids in the South Barrow 
No. 15 well operated by the North Slope Borough. 



17. The Commission issued Storage Injection Order No. 6-001 denying Chevron 
North America Exploration and Production Company’s request to amend Rule 
4 of Storage Injection Order (SIO) 006.00. 

 
Regulatory Activities Completed / Continuing 

1. A review of Commission regulations is continuing. 
2. Amendments to AS Title 31 are being considered. 
3. 20 AAC 25: Regulations concerning Multiphase Metering, Geothermal well 

operations, well safety valve system, and annular disposal are being 
developed/revised - continuing. 

4. A request from ADEC for updates on SRPS status for several North Slope and 
Cook Inlet wells is being reviewed. 

5. A review of safety assessment of BOPE in Alaska is underway. 
6. A request for the Minke well GOR waiver is being reviewed. 
7. The data from the CIRI UCG project are being reviewed. 
8. The Commission is reviewing applications for the drilling of four(4) 

geothermal test wells near Mt, Spurr. 
9. The Commission is reviewing an application for storage injection of gas in the 

Cannery Loop area. 
10. A request for diverter waiver for Oliktok Point development drilling is being 

reviewed - continuing. 
11. The Gulf of Mexico blowout is being studied to ascertain if Alaska regulations 

regarding well construction and well control need to be strengthened. 
 
Projects Completed / Continuing 

1. Commission staff continues work on the Annual Report. 
2. Seven Well histories and 1624 digital well logging/data files were released to 

the public. 
3. 435 GigaBytes of data was delivered to the public. 

 
Permitting and Rig Activity 

1. Drilling Permit Approvals (July)    – 16  
2. Rig count – 15; North Slope – 13; Cook Inlet – 0;  Naknek - 2 (Geothermal 

well);  (Decrease of three from last month) 
3. Total Documents to date: 401’s = 104; 403’s = 230; 404’s = 367; 407’s =  166;                       

Total 867. 
 

 


