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**For this chart, active wells are defined as  drilled wells that have not been plugged and abandoned. 

 



State of Alaska 
Oil and Gas Activity Oversight (1950 - 2015)

Year
Permits 
Approved

Permits North 
Slope

Permits Cook 
Inlet

Permits 
Other

Completions
Active 

Reservoirs
Active Wells Statewide 

(2015 Count)
1950 12 2 13
1951 22 2 14
1952 8 2 14
1953 0 2 14
1954 1 2 14
1955 7 2 14
1956 1 2 14
1957 4 2 14
1958 4 3 15
1959 16 12 4 15 3 18
1960 31 28 3 28 6 24
1961 54 42 12 52 6 35
1962 37 29 8 38 9 42
1963 26 3 19 4 26 10 48
1964 15 5 10 23 10 51
1965 39 1 37 1 32 18 58
1966 64 2 59 3 48 21 67
1967 87 1 86 77 29 91
1968 114 12 100 2 114 33 135
1969 120 54 62 4 121 36 173
1970 64 40 23 1 77 39 188
1971 39 29 10 34 39 197
1972 30 12 17 1 31 40 206
1973 35 11 23 1 32 43 212
1974 58 32 25 1 41 44 225
1975 69 36 31 2 72 44 246
1976 80 51 27 2 80 44 281
1977 77 52 23 2 76 44 311
1978 98 74 24 90 46 346
1979 110 83 23 4 107 47 390
1980 147 126 20 1 140 48 433
1981 186 163 22 1 185 50 507
1982 219 200 19 247 51 630
1983 189 179 10 169 53 729
1984 246 222 22 2 222 54 882
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State of Alaska 
Oil and Gas Activity Oversight (1950 - 2015)

Year
Permits 
Approved

Permits North 
Slope

Permits Cook 
Inlet

Permits 
Other

Completions
Active 

Reservoirs
Active Wells Statewide 

(2015 Count)
1985 309 279 20 10 274 56 1,096
1986 195 188 7 206 58 1,217
1987 137 122 15 143 58 1,310
1988 155 139 16 153 61 1,393
1989 136 122 14 128 65 1,469
1990 172 154 18 144 68 1,556
1991 159 140 19 178 71 1,665
1992 153 142 11 148 72 1,762
1993 210 184 26 181 75 1,878
1994 164 148 16 176 76 1,985
1995 216 197 19 174 77 2,080
1996 203 194 9 214 78 2,213
1997 248 237 11 207 80 2,345
1998 256 239 17 276 85 2,530
1999 134 119 15 127 88 2,617
2000 208 191 17 179 92 2,739
2001 249 220 29 233 100 2,912
2002 244 208 36 230 102 3,086
2003 241 204 37 218 109 3,241
2004 253 216 36 1 261 114 3,458
2005 216 193 22 1 199 120 3,622
2006 185 173 12 161 124 3,759
2007 177 158 18 1 191 127 3,907
2008 203 180 23 173 128 4,050
2009 175 158 15 2 164 129 4,179
2010 176 158 15 3 185 131 4,352
2011 161 141 19 1 145 133 4,482
2012 196 163 29 4 174 137 4,641
2013 204 174 27 3 161 141 4,789
2014 204 165 38 1 197 141 4,985
2015 230 215 14 1 205 142 5,175
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