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Lieutenant Gov~rno~r .Loren Lerman.

MEMQi~ANDUM

bAT~,: ~ Octob~ ~r~7, 2Q04

TO:Mike °f ibbles, Regufations C©ntact ~

Depar9 went of. Administration

FROM: Robe.ri Pearson k.~ ~
Admra ~strativeCode Coordinator

S.UBJEGT: Parma gent ~ilin.g. of FteguFetion(s)

RE:. ~ ~ Alaska Oil and.'Gas Comm.; i3lowout Pre'venttin Equipn:aent (20 AAC

25) ~

C7ate re,grtlation .s.igi -Ed by L7.eutenant Governor (or designee) ~ Sep: 24, 2t}0~~ ~ .

Date Regulation :eft eCtivrE Oct: 24r -2004.

i
Attorney General ~~ le No. , ~ ~ ~ ~ . . ' 3-0~4;~0.;159 .99

Regulation wil! be .I printed in ~ ~ Register1
f

72, January.2005 , ••,

ATTACHMSNTS~

1. Signed Ado:ptia i QrderlCertifi.cation of Compliance ~ X ~. '

2. Designee's Cer° ~ificate if applicable X

cc:, S. J~. Jordan, CSapr . ofi Law
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ORDER CERTIFYING TFIE CHAI1̀CxES TO

REG'UI. ~1TIONS Ol, TIC ALASKA OIL AND GAS CONSERVATION

GOMMISSION

The attached three sages of regulations, dealing with blowouts preveution equipment under 20

AAC 25, are hereb+ certified to be a correct copy of the regulation changes that the Alaska Oil

and Gras Conserirat on Commissiaa~ adopted at its August l 1,' 2004 public meeting, under the

authority of AS :? 1.05.034, and after compliance with the Administrative Procedure Act

AS 44.62), specifi, ally including notice under ,AS 44.62.190 sad 44.62.200 and opportunity for

public comment nn~s ex AS 44.62.210.

This action is zlot ea pealed to require an increased appzopriation:

Although no public ~omrnents were received, the .Alaska Oil sad Gas Conservation Caznmission

paid spacial attentit n to the cost to private persons of the regulatory action being taken.

The regulation cha~_ ges described. in this order take effect on the30th day ex they have been

filed, by the lieutena nt governor, as provided in AS 44.62.180.
a

DATE: Auk ;ust 11, 2004

Ar.~ ;horage, Alaska

t FILINGC'fiRTIFiCATION

I, __ . 7 u, Lieutenant Go~ver~xo or the State ofAlaska, certify that om.

s ~ ~ , 200 ~ at2'~.na., I filed the attached regulations according to the provisions

of AS 44.52.040 - 14.62.120.

Lieutenant Governor ~~

Effective: 0 ~; T'• 2 `~~ 2.~oy

Register: ~ ~ ,~, ~ ~^~ ~~'
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1, LOREN LEI11fAN, LIEUTENANT GOVERN01~ O1= THE STATE OF ALASKA, as

authorized icy AS 44.99.25, designate the following state offici2~l .to serve

as temporary cus~ ~adisn of the state seal and as the officer to p®rforrn the

AdministrativeI~r~>'cedure Act filing functions and the authenticating .

functions of the lieutenant governor during such time as t act as governor,

am absent from t ie State, or am otherwise unavailable at the state capit2~l. to

perform these fuu ~ctfons~

Annette KrE. itzer, Chi®f-of-Staff, Office of the Lieutertiant Governor

IN TESTIMOMf WHEREOC=, !have set my hand and a#flxed hereto the

Seal of the State of Alaska, at Juneau, the Capitol,

Tht~ ............. `~...,.,..... y .

A.D. Zo.Q.,~..".,........

LiEUTE:NAhIT OOyERIVpR

P.O. F! ~zi'to0t5 Juneau, Ataaka 99871-0016 Phone (907 465.31620 Fsz ( daer;54O0
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1VIYSCELLAN,EOUS BOARDS

20 A,AC 25.035(e)(10) ~i ~ repealed and readopted and a newv paragraph is added to read:

10) the k3QF>~ must be tested as follows:

PAGE 04

A) when i :tstalled, repaired, or changed on a development or sexvice well andeso-~i~

1
at time intervals not to exceed each days thereafter, BOpE,

including kelIy vah~ ;s, emergency valves, and choke manifolds, must be function pressure~tested to

the required workin ;pressure specified in the approved Permit to Dri11, using anon-eornpressible

fluid, except that an annular c reverter need not be tested to moxe than S0 percent of its rate

goweve~ -~. c,orkwussion +.vill rec~u r2 -t~c~ tY~ FQPE b2 functian ptessr~re,-~~s}edw¢~2kle~, if H̀v+- corarKisSion

wor ' ng pressure; d~1'¢.r-v~ln.e..s }ham" a. w¢~kV~ a~3Ffc. pres5t-r2 i-¢.5i^ i~~arvcJ is inJdiea~ecl by d..

po~ri~it~lar' atr7ltin~C hg's FsOPE pe.rfc+rrKanca.;

B) when : nstalled, xepaired, or changed an an exploratory or stratigraphic test we11 and at

least once a week tl: wreafter, BOl~'E, including kelly valves, emergency valves, and choke rnanifolds,

must be fiuiction pr~ .sure-tested 1io the required working pressure speci.~ed in the approved Pez~mit to

Dri11, using a nonmc~ impressible fluid, except that an annular type preventer xxeed not be tested to more

than 50 percent of i~ s rated working pressure;

C) if BQ:I 'sealing ram type equipx,~ent has been used, it rnust be fuxACtion pressure-tested,

before the next wet: bare entry, to tk~e required working pressure specified in the approved Pexmtit to

Drill, using a nort-c impressible fluid, except thafi an annular type preventer need not be tested to more

than 50 percent of ;i s rated working pressure;

D) $aP i ~rr~ and annular components blind rains must be function,-tested

weekly, and all BO'' ram and. annular components must be functioxa-tested after an action that

disconnects Uae hyd -colic system lines fxozn the BOPE, except that if the workstring is earttirtuously

in the we11, functio1 -testing ofblind ra;nns rnust be performed as soon as possible after the workstring

is pulled out of the Ne11 and the $HA clears the BOF';

B0~'~: test results must be recorded as part of the daily record required by 20 AAC

zs.o~o(1);

F) at leasa ; 2,4 hours notice: of each $QFE function pressure test must be provided to the
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RegisterP~ TA nl_. ?00 ~ MISCELLANEOUS BOARDS

commission so that f comtxiission representative can witness the test;

11) the opexat~ •r shall xeport to the comn'~ission within 24 hours any instance of BOpE use to

prevent the flow of fluid ~ from a well.

Eff. 4/13/$0, Register ;r 1; any 2/22181, xegister 77; am 4/2/86, Register 97; am 11/7/99, Register 152; am

Ic9' l 2~ 120 , R~;;isterl~ ~~ how~.ver, i'#~ c,o~u.wussian will rect„y}r¢. 'nc~~' ~~4~

bz f'unci'ian ~r¢~5urer~'e.s'r¢.d ~wee.l<It~, +F }'ha. contir+tis5idn

Authority: AS 31!.5.030 c~zir~-rmin~s ~h~' ~ ~~k1~'$~P~ pr¢ssur~¢, -k~ea~' in~'~rval

is inc~~Cor¢.d- by o~ ~r~'iGU1a.rc~illin~ rigs̀ $oPE

2.rfors:v.a~nC.1t.~ _~

20 AAC 25.036(d) is xe; -ealed axad readopted and a new subsection is added to read:

d) A BOPE assert b1y must be tested as follows:

1) when insta led, repaired, or changed on a development or service well andp-es~t'

u

IH

B9P~.pet~~~~at ~ ime intet'vals not to ~xeeed each days thezeafter,130PE, including kelly

valves, emergency vale ;s, and choke manifolds, must be function pressure-tested to the required working

pressure specified inn. the approved Permit to Drill, using a noza-compressible fluid, except that an annular

type preventer need not be tested to more than 50 percent of its rated working pressure;

2) when inst: fled, repaired, or changed on an exploratory or stratigraphic test well and at least

once a week thereafter, BOPS, including ke11y valves, emergency valves, a»d choke manifolds, must be

functio:r~ pressure-testes . to the required working pressure speeif•zed in the approved Permit to Drill, using

a non-compressible flu.: d, except that an annular type preventer need not be tested to more than 50 percent

of its rated working prti ssure;

3) other well control equipment must be pressure-tested to the maximum potential wellhead

pressure after each ins-t ~1lation of the well control equipzxtent and before wellbore entry, except that an

annulax type preventer Zeed not be tested to more than. 50 percent of its rated working pressure;

A~) it' BOP se ding xam type equipment has been used, it must be fimctionpressare-tested, before

the next wellbore entr, , to the required working pressure specified in the approved Permit to Aril/, using a

non-compressible flair ,except that an annular type preventer need not be tested to more than 50 percent

2
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of its xated working press ore;

zxcszp}

5) BOP ram ax d annular components ~ blind rams must be function-bested weekly,

and all BOP ram and ant ular components must be fuxwction~tested aftex an action that disconnects the

hydraulic system 1i;nes f~ nn the BOPS, except that if the workstring is continuously in the well, function-

testing oFblind rams mu ~t be performed as soon as possible after the worl~string is pulled out of the well

and the BHA clears the ] 3aP;

6) test results oust be recorded as part of the daily record required by 20 AAC 25.070(1};

7} at least 241 yours notice of each fiction pxessure test must be provided to the coxtunission so

that a representative of t ie commission can witness the test.

g) The operator sl al1 report to the catnrnission within 24 !lours any instance of BOPE use to prevent

the flow of fluids from ~ Well_ (11ff 11!7199, Register 152; am ~!z ~~/ 2m o , Register 7 ~..~

Authority; AS 31.' X5.030

3



Amended Regulations Dealing with Blowout Prevention Equipment

The Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission has amended its regulations dealing
with blowout prevention equipment ("BOPE"), 20 AAC 25.035 and 20 AAAC 25.036.

The amendments increase the maximum testing interval from seven days to 14 days,
make other changes in the timing requirements for BOPE testing, and add reporting
provisions relating to the use ofBOPE. The Lieutenant Governor signed and filed the

regulation changes on September 24, 2004, with an effective date of October 24, 2004.

For further information or to obtain a copy of the amended regulations, contact Jody
Colombie at (907) 793-1221, fax (907) 276-7542, or e-mail

Jody Colombie , admin.state.ak.us.


