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Faculty Biographies

Laura Jones, Presenter. Dr. Jones is a clinical child psychologist who has been in private
practice in Alaska for more than twenty years. Dr. Jones works with children and families who
experience a wide variety of psychological and behavioral difficulties. In addition, she provides
consultations to agencies and schools regarding children’s psychological needs.

Kimber Olson, Presenter. Ms. Olson is a board certified, licensed clinical social worker. In
addition to 15 years of mental health and child protection experience, Ms. Olson has provided
trainings nationally and internationally, teaching professionals in the areas of trauma,
attachment, ethics, and understanding eating disorders, among others. She has taught in the
Social Work and Human Services departments at the Kachemak Bay Branch of the Kenai
Peninsula College. Ms. Olson is the co-author with PeggyEllen Kleinleder of The Thursday
Group: A Story and Information for Girls Healing from Sexual Abuse, published in 2009 by NEARI
Press, and the author of the Pathway to Hope Video Guidebook, a companion resource for the
Pathway to Hope: Healing Child Sexual Abuse video developed in 2007 to help Native
communities in Alaska understand and address the sexual abuse of children and to promote
healing.



