OCTOBER 10, 2012 STATEWIDE CINA CONFERENCE
SAFE CHILDREN, STRONG FAMILIES

Date: Wednesday, October 10, 2012
Location: Egan Convention Center, Anchorage AK

Agenda

8:00-8:30 Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30-8:45 Introduction by Justice Craig Stowers, Alaska Supreme Court

8:45-9:45 Opening Plenary — Perspectives
Christy Lawton, Director of Office of Children’s Services (moderator); Angel Gonzales;
Mechele Adams; Jadelle Bliss; Scott Stenhouse. A discussion with families who have
achieved permanency in a variety of ways.

9:45-10:00 Break

10:00-11:30 Concurrent Workshops

Workshop A: Trauma and Brain Development (Advanced Topic)

Joshua Arvidson, MSS, LCSW — Director, Alaska Child Trauma Center at ACMHS

This workshop discusses the impact of trauma, and explains subsequent behavioral
adaptations to trauma. A basic understanding of trauma and traumatic events is
assumed.

Workshop B: Alternatives to Termination of Parental Rights (Advanced Topic)

Glenn Cravez (moderator); Judge Sen Tan (Alaska Court System); Leslie Dickson (Law
Office of Leslie Dickson); Virginia Gomez (Alaska Legal Services); Anita Alves (Office of
Public Advocacy); Tracy Spartz Campbell (Deputy Director, Office of Children’s
Services); Rachel Cella (Public Defender Agency); Carla Raymond (Department of Law)
In this interactive workshop, participants and multi-disciplinary faculty will discuss
hypothetical case scenarios in which permanent plans other than full termination
might be in the best interest of the child and family, including consent to adopt,
cultural adoptions, guardianships, relinquishments with retained privileges, and post-
termination visitation. A basic understanding of these legal alternatives to termination
is assumed.

Workshop C: Cross-Cultural Communication (General Topic)

Terry Cross, Director, National Indian Child Welfare Association

This interactive session will provide an overview of disparities and disproportionality in
the child welfare system in the context of historic trauma and intergenerational grief.
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11:30-12:45

Participants will discuss how to engage tribal representatives as partners in serving
families and in legal proceedings, and learn how non-traditional/non-western services
can and should be utilized with Native peoples to enhance outcomes and increase
ICWA compliance. The presenter will provide comments about Alaska
Disproportionality Reduction Project and the importance and process that have begun
to refer more cases to tribes. Participants will see examples of what and how the
tribes are providing in-home services through a systems of care model.

Informal Networking Lunch Buffet lunch provided.

1:00-2:15 Concurrent Workshops

2:15-2:30

Workshop D: Introduction to OCS Practice Model (General Topic)

Tammy Sandoval, Director of the UAA Child Welfare Academy
Overview of the OCS Practice Model changes being implemented, including discussion
of initial assessments, placement decisions, and case closures.

Workshop E: Forensic Interviewing Of Children and Youth (General Topic)

Cory Bryant, MSW — Center Manager, Alaska CARES; Sara Lambert, BSW — Family Care
Coordinator, Alaska CARES

Overview of forensic interviewing techniques, including discussion of the new Child
First model.

Workshop F: Psychotropic Medication Issues For Children in Foster Care (Advanced

Topic
Naomi Harrisl,a L)CSW — OCS; Dr. Alex Malter, MD, MPH — DHSS; John Williams,
psychiatric nurse — DJJ; Gary Lose — foster youth. Panelists discuss emerging issues
around prescription of psychotropic medication for foster youth, including appropriate
use and monitoring, and new federal guidelines for child welfare agencies. The
workshop assumes a basic knowledge of psychotropic medications and their
authorized uses.

Break

2:30-3:45

Concurrent Workshops

Workshop G: Balancing Attachment and Culture in Placement Decisions (Advanced

Topic)
Dr. Laura Jones, Ph.D — Clinical Psychologist, Kimber Olson, LCSW, BCD
This workshop will discuss how cultural considerations and attachment impact
placement decisions, including when and why to refer for a professional
assessment of the two (possibly conflicting) factors of culture and attachment, and
how to look at those situations in which age of the child, length of time in
placement, age at placement, number of placements, and other factors become
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3:45-4:00

increasingly complex. A basic understanding of attachment theory and importance
of culture is required, although those concepts will be reviewed briefly.

Workshop H: Education Issues For Foster Children and Youth (General Topic)

Barb Dexter, Child in Transition/Homeless (CIT/H) Project, Anchorage School
District; Amanda Metivier, Youth Education Coordinator, UAA Child Welfare
Academy

Amanda Metivier and Barb Dexter have been working together since 2006 to
bridge the gap between child welfare and education on a local, state, and national
level. This workshop will highlight the development of the Education checklist for
judges, and outline the educational provisions of the McKinney-Vento and
Fostering Connections Acts as they relate children and youth in foster care in the
Anchorage area. Presenters will discuss factors of educational success for foster
children and youth.

Workshop I: Adoption and Guardianship Subsidies; Guardianship For Younger Children

Break

4:00-5:00

(General Topic)
Tracy Spartz Campbell, Deputy Director, Office of Children’s Services

This workshop will provide an overview of the federal requirements for subsidies;
outline the benefits available through the subsidy program; outline the processes
for adoptions subsidies from initiation to post-adoption/guardianship services; and
discuss the appropriateness of an adoption vs. a guardianship as a permanent plan
for a child. A discussion about “best interests of the child” will be included, as well
as time for Q and A.

Closing Plenary: Jimmy Wayne

5:00-6:00

Mr. Jimmy Wayne is a motivational speaker and performer who captivated country music
fans and critics alike with his 2002 breakthrough hit “Stay Gone.” He followed that up with
his three-week number one hit single “Do You Believe Me Now.” But Jimmy Wayne grew
up in Kings Mountain, North Carolina, where he spent his first 15 years in and out of foster
care, attending 12 different schools in two years and being placed in juvenile detention
for running away from a group home. He speaks honestly and movingly about his
surprising path from homeless teenager to award-winning performer.

Reception ( Hors d’oeuvres & No-host bar)
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