
Alaska Rules of Professional Conduct 

Rule 3.5. Impartiality and Decorum of the Tribunal. 

● ● ● ●  

 (d) A lawyer shall not engage in conduct intended to disrupt a tribunal. 

(SCO 1123 effective July 15, 1993; rescinded and repromulgated by SCO 1680 
effective April 15, 2009) 

COMMENT 

● ● ● ●  

 [4] The advocate's function is to present evidence and argument so that the 
cause may be decided according to law. Refraining from abusive or obstreperous 
conduct is a corollary of the advocate's right to speak on behalf of litigants. A 
lawyer may stand firm against abuse by a judge but should avoid reciprocation; 
the judge's default is no justification for similar dereliction by an advocate. An 
advocate can present the cause, protect the record for subsequent review and 
preserve professional integrity by patient firmness no less effectively than by 
belligerence or theatrics. 

[5] The duty to refrain from disruptive conduct applies to any proceeding of a 
tribunal. See Rule 9.1(r). 
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