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ALDER Report Development Tool Enhancements

Introduction

The ALDER reporting solution is built upon the SAP Business Intelligence platform and uses the SAP Web
Intelligence software as the tool that allow users to build, modify and execute reports in ALDER. Over the past
several months, the data warehouse team has been analyzing and testing a version upgrade to the SAP Business
Intelligence platform and the SAP Web Intelligence tool. This new version corrects many know issues with the
tool and significantly improves the responsiveness of the tool, particularly during the execution of reports and the
query prompt dialogs. The new version of the tool allow includes several changes to the tool’s user interface, the
iconology used by the tool and location of various controls and options used for report development and
execution. This document provides a review of the changes and improvements that are part of the upgraded tool.
The document groups these changes into three categories;

e User Interface changes,

e Query Panel changes, and
e Report execution changes

User Interface
There are several visual changes to general user interface and iconology used and available for report

development and execution. The vast majority of these changes are simply refinements to the icons used and the
layout of the user interface controls.
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Navigation Dialog

The navigation dialog is in the left-hand border of the user interface and provides options for the various views of
the report that the user interacts with to build and execute the report.

Prior to update After update

= The capture shows the “views” available B The capture shows the “views” available

= prior to the update. From top left down =| | after the update. The existing views are

lEE the views include; maintained but two new views are
B2 | added;

i e the document summary

= e the navigation map = e the document summary

() e input control e the navigation map

— e user prompt input )] e input control

’;I e available objects R e user prompt input

- e document structure and | e available objects

B filters = e document structure and
i) filters

- e shared elements (new)
I T

e comments (new)

These new views provide the ability to
create variables that are sharable across
a user’s reports and the ability to create
comments about a specific report that
are stored with the report definition.

Freeze Columns / Rows

The tool provides the ability to freeze either header columns (vertical tables) or header rows (horizontal tables).
The freeze tab is grey out outline a column(s) or row(s) are selected.

Vertical Table Horizontal Table

[ Freeze - &3 Cutine [T Freeze - EF Outine

1 Freeze Header Columns.— oa:

Freeze Top Rows

v 0

1

moa w o

Export Report Dialog

The icon for exporting a report/document interactively remains in its current location, but there is a new
dialog with addition information that is now displayed when exporting a report/document (see capture
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below). The dialog allows the user with select whether the report is to be export or the only the raw data
is to be exported. The dialog also allows individual reports to be selected.

Fie | Propertis | *’ Report Elements | Formatting | Data Access | Analysis | Page Setup |
D S #h | & L -| | DataProviders | Took /" Data Objects |

¢ X u il (A Edt =X Puge - | 2 Refresh = | &4 New Variable - | ) Assion Reference Merge
= Export € %
) 4§ ST0001 - Activity Structure
= - - L]
%E [EifActivity by Class and Category| Select
=] Activity - Excel
=3 =] Report Parameters @® Reports
() pata
21
Select Al

Activity by Class and Category

Activity - Excel

i
- Repart Parameters

File Type: | POF

[ current Report

From: |1

Ta:

Images DPT: Default -

[ Display Bookmarks

OK Cancel

Export to Excel

For export to MS Excel the dialog includes new options that allow the user to select whether the
export should prioritize the formatting of the report or prioritize for easy processing in Excel. The
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dialog also clarifies the version of Excel that export targets allowing the user to select export to
Excel .xIsx format or Excel .xls format.

Export

Select
(® Reports
) Data

Select All
Activity by Class and Category
Activity - Excel

Report Parameters

File Type: | Excel {xsx) w

() Prioritize the formatting of documents

(® Prioritize easy data processing in Excel

Images DPI: Default -

Export to PDF

For export to Portable Document Format (PDF) the dialog allows the selection of all pages, the
current page of range of pages and allows the selection of the DPI (dots per inch) that will be used
in export formatting and whether or not the export will include bookmarks.

File Type: | PDF ~

Current Report
® All pages

O Current Page
O Page(s)

From: |1

Ak

To: 1

Images DPL: Default -

[] Display Bookmarks
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Export to CSV

For raw data export, the dialog provides the ability to select all data provider or to select individual
data providers. The text qualifier and column delimiter can also be selected.

Export Pl
Select
() Reports

® Data

Select Al

Activity {0 rows)

File Type: | CEV
Text qualifier - P
Column delimiter 0
Charset:
[ Enter a new charset

[] setas defauit values

Report Printing

The icon for report printing remains in the same location under the file tab but now displays a new dialog
allowing the user to specify a number of printing options. The print range allows the selection of which
report(s) will be printed and selection of which pages will be printed. The page size and orientation can
be selected as well as the top, bottom, left and right margins. The scaling dialog allow reports to be scale
to fit various page sizes.

Print %

File |

Properties |

ST

©L2.m-

T
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Print Range

(@ Al Reports

() current report

Enter Page Range

(Example: 1,3,5-11).
Scaling
O Adjustto: | 100

@ Fitto: |1

Orientation

&) @ Portrait

O Landscape

Page size

a4
Margins

Top:

0,78 5| inches
Left: Right:
0.57 | inches

Bottom:

078 2| inches

% normal size

2| pagels)wide  |Auto *| pace(s) tal

Print

0.57 2| inches

Cancel
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Charting

The “other” tab has been removed from the ribbon, all of the charts are available under the chart tab.

/' Tables | Gall | Section | " Chart |/ Other | " Took | Pesiion | Linking
A-E-B-E-|l1-<-@ | Eunht 28] Set as section

The chart tab of the ribbon now provides a range of new chart types including geo-mapping of data.

| " chart |

Data Access o B :1 * @@ v More T

Scheduling Reports

There are several changes and new options available in the report scheduling dialogs.

Formats

The available output format for a schedule report now includes two options for CSV export. The
CSV — Data exports the raw data from the data provider. The CSV Archive — Reports format
exports the data as displayed on the report (i.e. column order).

Schedule — Add Info
Schedule Formats
Instance Title
Recurrence
Prompts Qutput Format
Web Inteligence
O Microsoft Excel
Caching [[] Adobe Acrobat
Events O Comma Separated Values (CSY) - Data
Scheduling Server Group Comma Separated Values (CSY) Archive - Reports
Destinations D Plain Text
O HTML Archive
Delivery Rules

Scheduling Server Group

The additional information tab now provides the ability to schedule reports into specific queues.
ALDER provides a “high priority queue” that has in the past provided partial ability to allow reports
to target a specific queue. In its current form the high priority queue gives the reports in the
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queue a 10 minute “head start” over reports in the normal priority queue. The update provides
enhanced ability to control scheduled report execution. The data warehouse team will be
implementing additions queues once the update is moved to the production ALDER environment.

Destinations

Schedule — Add Info

Schedule
Instance Title
Recurrence
Frompts
Formats
Caching
Events

Destinations

Delivery Rules

Scheduling Server Group

Set the default servers to use for scheduling this object:
(@ Use the first available server
(O Give preference to servers in the selected group

[ ALDER v]
(O Orly use servers in the selected group
[ aLDER ]

[] Run at origin site

The destinations tab provides a new Secure File Transport Protocol (SFTP) destination. This will
allow users to schedule reports to their own SFTP site locations.

Schedule — Add Info

Schedule
Instance Title
Recurrence
Prompts
Formats
Caching
Events
Scheduling Server Group

Delivery Rules

Destinations
Destination:

| Default Enterprise Location [+ |
Default Enterprise Location
BI Inbox
Email
FTP Server
File System

SFTP Server

Delivery Rules

The delivery rules tab is a new tab in the scheduling dialog and provides the user the ability to
control delivery of the report(s) so that the report is only delivered to recipients when the report
refreshes successfully and completely, and/or when the report contains data. This new capability

11
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will allow users scheduling reports to prevent “empty” or “timed-out” reports from being sent to

recipients.
Schedule — Add Info
Schedule Delivery Rules
Instance Title Activate the delivery rules to send the instance (File System, Email, BI Inbox, FTP/SFTF) only if the following condition(s) is (are) met:
[[] The scheduled content has been successfully refreshed and is not partial.
Recurrence [ The scheduled content contains data.
Prompts
Formats
Caching
Events
Scheduling Server Group
Destinations
Query Panel

Query Properties

The query properties dialog has a new option labeled “Refreshable” which is enabled by default. This
allows/prevents other users from refreshing the data in the report. This option should not be
“unchecked”.

Data
Refreshable

Retrieve duplicate rows

[] Delete trailing blanks

[ ] Enable query stripping

Sub Query

The query filters dialog has a new icon for inserting a sub-query into the main query. The first capture
below shows the location of the new sub-query icon.

Query Filters By &« > &

When the sub-query button is used a new query block will be added to the query filter panel. This is a
query within the main query. The sub-query capability is useful when a report needs to determine a list
of results (e.g., a list of document ID) that need to be reported, but the filtered would ordinarily filter out
results. For example, consider a report that needs to report all posting lines for documents with any
posting to a particular object code. Without the sub-query the query filtering to determine which
documents to include (i.e. Object Code = xxxx ) would also result in excluding rows that did not include
the object. The sub-query needs to contain the filtering to determine the list of documents which is then
used in the primary query to limit the results.
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Note: Sub-Query are a somewhat advanced query filtering topic. The data warehouse team will be including
instruction in their use in an upcoming workshop. If any report developer believes they have a report that needs a
sub-query prior to the workshop, please contact the data warehouse for assistance.

¢ Query Filters

 Select Activity Codes

 Select Activity Type Codes
 Select Activity Category Codes
/ Select Activity Class Codes

 Select Activity Group Codes
AND

% Activity Code || InList = || % Activity Code || &

Formatting Rules

The update provides enhanced table and cell formatting, including conditional reporting that is row
sensitive. For example, consider a report that has a posting amount and the report developer wants to
highlight certain conditions such as amount greater than 1,000,000.00 or amounts posting to a specific
object. Formatting rules all conditions to be defined under which the display of the information will be
different than the default (e.g. bold, increased font size, different color, etc).

Formatting Rule Editor i %

Mame Highlight|

Description

4 Add ... Condition ~

Filtered object or cell Operator Operands
Cell contents Equal to = | |Type a value
|+
Cell contents Format ...

OK Cancel
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Below is an example using a formatting rule to display information in bold red whenever the activity code
is 1301. This capability allows report developers to easily highlight information and draw the attention of
the report consumer to various defined conditions.

r

Activity Department: 01 - Office of the Govérnor
Activity Category: 1300 - Elections

Activity Class: 1300 - Temp

Activity
Fiscal Activity Reimbursement

Year Activity (FQ) Code  Activity Name Eligible

2021 2021-01-1301 1301 Primary & General Elections 50/50 Split Exp Eligible Yes

PRV PEY.CY IR TN paciy Cliciel

Report Execution
This section details enhancements to the Web Intelligence tool that effect the execution of reports.

The upgraded version of the Web Intelligence tool significantly improves the performance of the display
and refresh of the “Lists of Values” (LOV) associated with query prompts.

LOV Behavior

The enhancements effect the default behavior of some of the LOV’s. Prior to the update most LOV’s
automatically perform a refresh and display a complete list of values when prompt “has focus” (i.e. is
selected and highlighted [see capture below]). With the update this behavior is changed and the initial
refresh of the LOV is not perform for certain prompts and LOV’s. For example, the LOV for the prompt
Select Report Date is one of the LOV’s that does not perform an automatic refresh of the list. In order to
refresh the LOV the refresh value button located in center box of the dialog is used.

Prompts

Available prompt variants -| & [% x

*1, Select Report Date: CURRENT
* 2, Select Fiscal Year(s): CURRENT

Refresh Values

To see the content of the list, dick the Refresh values
*3, Select Department{s): ALL button. =

L]
L]
L]
& =Select Activity Category Code(s): ALL
& =Select Activity Class Code(s): ALL
& =select Activity Code(s): ALL

& *Select Activity Group Code(s): ALL
& *Select Activity Type Code(s): ALL
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LOV Performance

The refresh performance of all LOV’s is significantly improved with the update. In testing all of the LOVs
were refreshed and display in under 2 seconds. Additionally, the time interval between starting the query
refresh and the prompt dialog being display is significantly reduce, even for reports with high number of
query prompts.

Prompts

Available prompt variants - & .cd
* .

& * 1. Select Report Date: CURRENT Refresh values 53

@ =2, Select Fiscal Year(s): CURRENT

@ =3, Select Department(s): 01 - Office of the Governor Department Name >
. - i ALL

& =Select Ach.\c'fty Category Code(s): ALL 01 - Office of the Governor =

@ = Select Activity Class Code(s): ALL 02 - Department of Administration

& = Select Activity Code(s): ALL 03 - Department of Law

@ = Select Activity Group Code(s): ALL 04 - Department of Revenue

& =sel - defe): ALL 05 - Department of Education and Early Development

Select Activity Type Code(s): 06 - Department of Health and Social Services

07 - Department of Labor and Workforce Development
08 - Department of Commerce, Community and Economic [
03 - Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs

10 - Department of Natural Resources

11 - Department of Fish and Game

12 - Department of Public Safety

18 - Department of Environmental Conservation

20 - Department of Corrections

25 - Department of Transportation and Public Fadilities
30 - Legislature

41 - Judiciary

45 - University of Alaska

< >
February 23, 2021 11:06: 13 AM GMT-09:00

Page 11 | 11 Revised 3/18/2021



	Introduction
	User Interface
	Navigation Dialog
	Prior to update
	After update

	Freeze Columns / Rows
	Vertical Table
	Horizontal Table

	Export Report Dialog
	Export to Excel
	Export to PDF
	Export to CSV

	Report Printing
	Charting
	Scheduling Reports
	Formats
	Scheduling Server Group
	Destinations
	Delivery Rules


	Query Panel
	Query Properties
	Sub Query
	Formatting Rules

	Report Execution
	LOV Behavior
	LOV Performance


